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privileges as possible. Robbed by the landlords, the peasants found
themselves entangled in a new form of enslavement, that of economic
thrall to the landlords.

The Struggle of the Peasants after the Reform of 1861. The
reform of Febiuary 19 did riot satisi'y the peasantry, which demanded^
the transfer to them of all landlord lands without compensation and
complete emancipation from the power of the landlords. After the pro-
mulgation of the Emancipation Act a peasant movement spread through-
out the length and breadth of Russia. In two years alone, 1861-1863,
over 2,000 peasant outbreaks were registered. In 400 cases the peasants
offered resistance to the troops and were brutally put down. Hundreds
of peasants wore killed and wounded, thousands received sentences of
imprisonment or penal servitude, and tens of thousands were punished
by whipping. Rumours spread among the peasants that the "Act of Feb.
ruary 19" was not genuine and that the officials and the nobles had
hushed up the "real emancipation." Ihe peasants refused to perform
their services for the landlords and rejected the "charter rules" which
established the extent of the allotment and services. The largest upris-
ings on these grounds broke out in the villages of Bezdna, in the Kazan
gubernia, arid Kandeyevka, in the Penza gubernia.

In the Kazan gubernia over one-third of the land had been cut off
from the peasants for the benefit of the landlords. The village Bezdna;*'
Spassfcy uyezd, became the centre of the uprising. The uprising was
headed by-a peasant named Anton Fetrov. The peasants brought the
"Act of February 19" to him, since he was the only literate man in the
village. Anton Petrov locked himself up in his hut and after spending
sleepless'nights poring over the act, he declared to the peasants that
theymust obtain from the tsar the real emancipation which the landlords
had hushed up and in the meantime refuse to perform their labour serv-
ices or pay obrok. The peasants of three uyezds rose up under Petrov's
leadership, and began to seize the landlords* lands. The movement last-
ed a whole month. A big punitive expedition was sent out against the
rebels under the command of the tsar's aide-de-camp, Count Apraksin.
He demanded that Petrov be given up.The peasants surrounded Petrov's
hut and refused to allow the soldiers to approach it. Apraksin shot the
peasants down killing over a score and wounding 350. Anton Petrov was
court-martialled and shot.

The landlords of the Penza gubernia cut off for themselves a quarter
of all the peasant lands. The uprising inthe village of Kandeyevka began
tinder the slogan: "All the land is ours." The rebel peasants rode through
the neighbouring villages with a red banner, calling upon the otherSj
to join them. The movement spread over three uyezds of the Penza
gubernia and to part of the Tambov gubemia. Troops were sent out
against the rebels. The punitive detachments surrounded the peasants
in the village of Kandeyevka and shot three roijnds. Cries came f ropcLtbe